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Since the election of the Labor Government in 
March, there have been some major changes 
in Education under Minister Car. The Secretary 
was replaced with a career educationist—Murat 
Dizdar. The election platform included promised 
changes to education to increase staffing levels, 
reduce teacher workload and drive better equity 
and diversity outcomes. A roll-out of permanent 
positions being offered to temporary teachers in 
eight areas of the state started in the North-West 
and is due to reach Metropolitan South before 
the end of the year.

On May 18, an unprecedented Statement of 
Intent was signed by the Minister, the Secretary, 
the President of the NSWTF, the General Secretary 
of the PSA, the AECG, the NSW Secondary 
Principals’ Council, the NSW Primary Principals’ 
Association, the NSW Special Education 
Principals’ and Leaders Association (SEPLA), the 
Federation of Parents & Citizens Association of 
NSW and the School Administrative and Support 
Staff Professional Association. The collaboration 
was designed to address four outcomes: rebuild 
the teaching workforce and restore pride in 
the profession; put teachers and school staff at 
the heart of the NSW public education system; 
address workload challenges and improve 
the working experience for all school staff and 
teachers; and improve outcomes for learners at 
every level.

The Government pledged itself to consult 
meaningfully and to work in cooperation with 
its partners. Since then the NSW Government 
has produced a plan for NSW public education 
for public consultation with the ambitious title 
of Transforming lives through public education. 
Administrative staff have been added to 20% 
of schools to address work flows to find ways to 
ease workload. The Behaviour Policy Review was 
put on hold. The Curriculum Reform Schedule for 
stage 6 was pushed back to 2027 to soften the 
change agenda for teachers. The Government 

took the decision to have mobile phones for 
students banned by Term 4, under conditions 
‘best suited to your circumstances’. Given that 
we are a six-day GPS school, we are working on 
a draft policy that meets the particular needs of 
our students. We are being exhorted to rise to the 
equity challenge and to strive to meet the needs 
of diverse students. The Government’s attention 
has been firmly on attendance and on resetting 
attendance expectations so that more families 
push their children to come to school for more of 
the time.

The Government’s ambitious agenda will be 
tested by teachers in terms of a better pay 
deal. Inflation and mortgage stress have added 
urgency to the issue of improving staff morale via 
fairer remuneration. We all want to be focused 
completely on improving outcomes for students, 
so the sooner the remuneration issue is settled, 
the better.

Meanwhile, the School continues to push forward 
with its Strategic Improvement Plan centred 
around improving student reading and writing. 
Multiple Staff Development Day sessions have 
been devoted to the task this year. The staff 
have also developed a shared understanding 
of effective classroom practice. The agreed 
lesson steps are: establishing tone in the teaching 
space; reviewing previously taught content or 
skills; outlining the learning intentions for the lesson 
and what the success criteria for learning look 
like; explicitly instructing the content; providing 
modelling in the form of exemplars or worked 
examples, gradually releasing teacher direction 
(I do, we do, you do) and concluding with 
summaries of questions asked. Our aim is for most 
staff to be following this blueprint for effective 
practice most of the time to improve the overall 
quality of our pedagogy. Ours is a work in 
progress.

Dr K.A. Jaggar OAM

From the 
PRINCIPAL

(L-R) General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove (Retd), Dr Kim Jaggar OAM, 
Commander NSW AAC Brigade Colonel Andrew White, Brigadier Robert Lording 
(1981), Officer Commanding SHSCU LT(AAC) Ronald Luo (2017), MIC of Cadets 
Major Olivier Delaruelle (2005)



At the recent National Latin Examination, 
High linguists earned several gold medals and 
Lachlan Yuen achieved a perfect score 40/40.

Eric Scholten was runner up in the prestigious 
Lawrence Campbell Oratory Competition.

Dean Johnsun represented the SHS Cadet Unit 
in the 2023 Australian Army Cadets’ National 
Adventure Training Award (ATA) and was 
awarded the prized ‘Boomerang and Torch’ 
badge.

Luka Miletic and his partner won Best Delegates 
(Bhutan) at the Model United Nations 
Competition. Luka and his team also won Best 
Delegate (Netherlands) in the first Australian 
Harvard Model United Nations.

In a field of 55 teams from 31 countries, our 
Calcaholics team received an Honourable 
Mention in the International round of the 
International Mathematics Modeling Challenge. 
(More on page 8.)

Our 8B Debating team of Arnav Kaushik, Ryan 
Park, Sajan Thiagalingam and Alay Mahidadia 
won the final of the Friday Evening Debating 
Competition (see page 8). Abrar Chowdhury, 
Vishruth Anand and Agastya Govind were 
selected in the CHS Debating Representative 
team this year.

Eric Scholten and Joshua Li were invited by 
the Australian Maths Trust to participate in the 
invitation-only 2023 AMOC Senior Contest for 
highly accomplished student mathematicians. 

Jiazi Chen and Thomas Chen were accepted to 
the 2023 NSW State Senior Wind Band.

Rachit Saini was shortlisted as a finalist in the 
Top 50 Trailblazer Awards, recognising Stage 
6 students who have used their final years of 
schooling to make an impact in their local 
community.

In the Science Olympiad Stage 5 competition, 
Thomas Cao, John Fang and Ryan Allen 
achieved a High Distinction (top 10%), and 
William Zeng a Distinction.

Oscar Ho won a ‘Highly Commended’ at the St 
George Instrumental Eisteddfod for piano.

Our Chess Team regained the GPS Chess 
Championship Cup, a competition hosted and 
sponsored by High since 2006.

This all-day interdisciplinary event was held 
again (in person for the first time since the 
pandemic) across two days in July, with High 
fielding teams from Years 7 through 10. Each 
team consisted of eight students who were 
chosen from the all-rounder lists and through 
staff recommendations in specialist areas such 
as Art, Design and Technology and Drama.

Approximately 1500 students from across the 
Metropolitan area, Canberra, the North Coast 
and west of the Blue Mountains came together 
at Knox Grammar for the academic challenge.

The Year 7 Da Vinci team of Vlad Loukine, 
Matthew Ryder, Jason Van, Charles Fawcett, 
Maxi Ibrahim, Otto McBride, William Tran and 
Alex Deng scored Top 10 in Art and Poetry, 
Code Breaking, and General Knowledge. 
Special thanks to Mr Writer (Social Science) for 
recommending Alex, who inspired the team to 
5th place in Geography, and Tian Xing Yang for 
his mentoring in Maths and Code Breaking.

The Year 8 team included some students who 
participated last year: Alay Mahidadia, Charlie 
Cheshire, Jiekai Maio, Tuyvan Mai, Jack Francis, 
Sajan Thialagalingam, Yuhai Wang and Terence 
Wang came 14th Overall and their best results 
were Geography, Maths, Ideation, Engineering 
and General Knowledge.

The Year 9 team of Jude Ou, Humzah Ahmed, 
Zuhayr Haq, Aaron Huang, Nathan Nguyen, 
Lachlan Yuen, Michael Zhao and Ayman 
Ahsan achieved Top 10 in English, Legacy, and 
Geography, and 4th in Maths.

Year 10 (a number of whom are pictured 
below) was represented by: Aayan Azhar, Ric 
Hou, Xavier Perry, Jeff Tse, Arthur Qiu, Andrew 
Pye, Micah Jouravlev and Shafayat Hossain 
(whose inspirational work on the Geography 
paper earned 4th place in a competitive field). 
They came an 
impressive 5th 
overall, with great 
results in Science, 
Engineering, 
Code Breaking, 
4th place in 
Maths, and a 
phenomenal 1st 
place in General 
Knowledge.

Julie Eggleton, 
Coordinator 
Enrichment Activities
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Academic &  
Co-curricular 
Highlights

Da Vinci Decathlon 2023



Sydney High had a strong finish to the GPS 
Volleyball season again this year.

High has been the undefeated GPS Volleyball 
champion since 2017 and managed to keep the 
record intact again this year. While Grammar 
and Scots looked very close to taking the First 
Grade shield, High put up one of its strongest 
performances of the season to beat Scots in their 
small and noisy gym.

Our Second Grade team also had a strong finish, as 
they played a skilled and consistent game through 
the season to finish as Co-Premiers with Scots.

High were also dominant across the junior 
divisions, finishing on top in all age divisions bar 
one (where we came second). 

Congratulations to all our Volleyball teams on a 
fantastic season.

Michael Kay, MIC Volleyball

GPS Volleyball
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Eleven of our swimmers were selected in the 
Combined GPS Swimming Team.

Our fencers did well at the Roberta Nutt Individual 
Fencing competition, including Dean Johnsun who 
won gold in the senior foil—the first High victory in 
this event for more than twenty years. The team 
went on to have a stellar season, placing across 
numerous age groups and categories in the NSW 
Schools Fencing League, NSW Fencing Association 
and NSWFA AJ Rae competitions, and taking 
home the Roberta Nutt Shield and the AJ Rae 
Shield for Boys. They also shone at the national 
level in both individual and team events in the 
Australian Intermediate and Senior Schools Fencing 
Championships.

Oscar Greville was selected into the CHS Rugby 
team; Naeer Nibras and Harry Xin were selected to 
one of the GPS President’s XV Rugby teams (U16).

Henry Lau made the NSWCIS U16 and NSW All 
Schools Basketball teams and attended the 
Australian camp for the FIBA U16 Men’s Asia Cup.

Hikun Nguyen made the Combined GPS First XI and 
Aiden McManus and Dylan Dutt the combined GPS 
U16 Football team.

Max Russell finished his final season at High as GPS 
Cross Country Champion, and went on to perform 
well at the National Championships. (See page 14.)

High performed well at the 2023 AAGPS Athletics 
Championships. Among the highlights were Oscar 
Greville winning Open Shot Put, Max Russell winning 
the Open 3000m and Owen Trinh setting a new GPS 
record in the U13 100m. 

Andy Zhang represented Australia as a member of 
the U16 Australian Volleyball Team and Axel Lam 
competed in the Australian Youth Indoor Volleyball 
Championship.

Our Senior Table Tennis Team won the CHS Knockout.

Sporting Highlights

The photo below shows the 2023 First Grade Volleyball team with 
the Michael Kay Shield.

Back row: Sam Yu (2019) (Coach), Ossie Xie, Arnav Gupta, Dimi 
Logothetis, John Lui, Anthony Hwang, Pinyan Gao (2014) (Coach), 
Michael Kay (Coach)

Front row: Karan Dahiya, Jerald Yu, Sean Lim, Edward Ly (Captain), 
Steven Yin, Nelson Lee, Andy Zhang.



In May this year, staff and students of Sydney 
Boys and Sydney Girls were exceptionally 
excited to put on the first official musical co-
production in the Governors Centre—Legally 
Blonde the Musical. By every measure, it was a 
resounding success!

The level of interest in the production across 
both schools was incredible from the moment 
the show was announced, with several weeks of 
auditions required in Term 4 of 2022. Eventually, 
fifty-three students were selected for the cast, 
supported by a talented orchestra of fifteen 
students, and twenty students in the crew, 
allowing as many as possible to be involved.

Over several months of intense rehearsals on 
Monday afternoons and Sundays, anticipation 
built as those involved saw what this production 
could be. While Legally Blonde is a challenging 
musical to put on due to the complexity of 
the score and lyrics (not to mention the quick 
scene changes), the dedication of the students 
in making this a high-quality production was 
evident from the outset. By opening night, the 
bond formed between the students was priceless 
and the joy of putting on a production of such a 
high standard and in facilities of the quality of the 
Governors Centre was apparent to all. Even the 
printed program, completely student-designed, 
was of a professional standard.

With each of the four performances held to 
rave reviews, word spread quickly about the 
fun, uplifting and inspirational show. Every night 

the audience walked out smiling ear-to-ear, with 
comments such as ‘an incredible display of such 
exceptional talent’ to ‘I haven’t laughed this 
hard in ages’ and ‘This was the highlight of my 
week, actually the month. Of the term!’.

Once again, the combined efforts of both 
school communities left their mark, with 
memories to last a lifetime for not only the 
students and staff involved in the production, 
but also all those who had the pleasure of 
enjoying the show. The Governors Centre is now 
well and truly christened, showing what can 
be done utilising the exceptional talents of two 
fantastic schools!

Congratulations to all those involved.

Jamie Kay 
Co-Producer, Legally Blonde The Musical

Legally Blonde The Musical
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SHS Rowing would like to extend a special invitation to

the Sydney Boys High Old Boys, High Rowing community 

and their families to come ‘Back to the Sheds’ 

to celebrate 100 years of GPS Rowing.

 Watch the Old Boys crews compete against the current 

High 1st VIII and enjoy a delicious morning tea after the races.

DATE:

SATURDAY 9TH DECEMBER 2023

TIME:

9:30am to 12:00pm

VENUE:

OUTTERSIDE CENTRE
5 Teviot Avenue, Abbotsford NSW 2046

PLEASE RSVP WITH QR CODE BY:

Monday 20th November

For more information, please email:

bjohnsun@bigpond.net.au
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One of the signs on the 
school grounds  William Nguyen and Ahasan Kabir with one of 

their prototypes and a finished sign
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 Watch the Old Boys crews compete against the current 
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OUTTERSIDE CENTRE
5 Teviot Avenue, Abbotsford NSW 2046
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Debating is one of High’s most popular 
extracurricular activities—our program is one 
of the largest in NSW and we have the most 
premierships across various competitions: the FED, 
Eastside, and GPS competitions and the Premier’s 
Debating Challenge.

Our success has continued in 2023: the 8B team 
won their FED division; for an unprecedented third 
year in a row, our Open Grade debaters have hit 
the selection cap on the Combined High Schools 
squad (with myself, Agastya Govind and Vishruth 
Anand selected for the team); and the Year 12s 
made it to the semi-finals of the Hume Barbour 
Trophy. Our Year 9s and Year 11s made it to the 
Grand Final of Eastside.

The Debating Program has both depth and 
breadth in its talent and extends opportunities to 
everyone who is willing and determined enough 
to grab them by the cuff. Its successes are a 
testament to all those who make it possible. We 
are grateful for the hard work of MIC Ms Rigby as 
well as Ms Cook and Mr Paul who have stayed

 

behind on endless Friday nights to make it all 
happen. And also, for our Head Coach Alex De 
Araujo, who makes sure every boy has a place 
within the program and is coached by some of 
the best debaters in NSW. Debating has been 
at the heart of many of my most memorable 
and cherished experiences here at High. I will 
be forever grateful for all the program has and 
continues to give me.

Abrar Chowdhury, Debating Prefect and Captain 
of First Grade Debating

Sydney Boys High School had four teams 
participate in this year’s International 
Mathematical Modelling Challenge (IM2C) 
organised by the Australian Council for 
Educational Research (ACER). The 2023 IM2C, 
held between 13 February and 1 May, tasked 
students with creating mathematical models and 
submitting a report of up to twenty pages, along 
with a summary and a recommendation letter 
to community leaders and business planners. The 
challenge theme for this year was Using Land: A 
valuable resource, which focused on optimising 
land-use planning while balancing community 
values and business profits.

One of our teams, the Calcaholics (made up 
of Year 10 students Matthias Elgawly, Disen Liu, 
Andrew Pye and Jeff Tse, shown below), received 
the Meritorious Achievement Award in the 
National round and was selected as one of two 
teams to represent Australia in the international 
round of judging.

Out of 55 teams from 31 countries participating in 
the international round of judging, Sydney Boys 
High School’s team received an Honourable 
Mention for their outstanding performance in the 
competition.

Andrew Wang, Mathematics Teacher

Up for Debate

Challenging Maths
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Presently 25 boys are supported by a bursary at 
SBHS. The Right Honourable Sir Earle Page (1895)—
Prime Minister of Australia, 1939; Chancellor of the 
University of New England; one of a small group of 
Australian Members of the Most Distinguished Order 
of St Michael and St George, Privy Councillor and 
Companion of Honour; and one of Sydney High 
School’s most distinguished Old Boys—was one of 
the School’s earliest scholarship recipients.

Born in 1880, Earle Christmas Grafton Page was a 
student at Grafton Superior Public School who won 
a scholarship to Sydney High School and came to 
Sydney (as did many country boys of that era) in 
1895 for a final ‘finishing year’ before going on to 
Sydney University.

In his posthumous autobiography Truant Surgeon 
(Angus and Robertson, 1963), he reflected on the 
impact that attending High had on his life:

Sydney High School, established by Sir George Reid’s 
Government in 1883, offered six bursaries a year, 
which were of three year’s tenure and available for 
competition among New South Wales students under 
the age of fourteen…

I was bundled down to Sydney High School for 
a final year’s studies. The school was then under 
the headmastership of Joseph Coates, a former 
international cricketer, with a high reputation in the 
teaching profession. Two other talented teachers 
supervised the sixth form. William Crompton taught us 
classics and English. He was a product of Winchester and 
Balliol and a grandson of the inventor of the Crompton 
spinning mill. Lawrence Stephenson, a senior wrangler 
of Cambridge, taught mathematics, and, because of 
the clarity with which he expounded the subject, sent 
up a procession of University scholarship winners. Under 
their tuition I learnt at school my first-year Arts honours 
work while preparing for my honours in matriculation. As 
a result, despite my youth and my absence from home, 
I led in general proficiency at the critical examination in 
first-year Arts and was awarded the Struth Exhibition…

Good fortune brought me not only accomplished 
teachers but also an incomparable galaxy of good 
friends throughout my student days. A remarkably 
large number of my contemporaries were destined 
to follow distinguished careers in many walks of life. 

Our trails frequently crossed in later years. Their loyalty 
and advice, given freely, never failed to renew the 
inspiration of early years and assist me in the tasks I had 
undertaken…

I was destined to see a great deal of these and many 
other old boys of the High School in the course of my 
career. Sir John McLaren, who became Secretary of 
the Prime Minister’s Department and Official Secretary 
at Australia House, London, was closely associated 
with me during my Ministerial career; Robert Ewing was 
Commonwealth Taxation Commissioner when I was 
Treasurer…

The presence of Clarrie Chapman as Under-Secretary 
of the New South Wales Treasury renewed a happy 
school association when I was negotiating the 
financial Agreement between the Commonwealth 
and States. With Alf Pollack, I worked closely in the 
fight for Clarence River development. W.H. Myers, fifty 
years after our school association, gave outstanding 
assistance in the arrangement of interconnection 
between the Newcastle and Clarence electricity 
transmission systems during the war. The sage advice 
and profound actuarial knowledge of Andy Sneddon 
and Arthur Eedy were freely available to me when, 
as Treasurer, I produced the National Insurance Bill 
of 1928. R.T. Mackay, Vice-Chairman of the Sydney 
Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Board and one of 
the earliest advocates of the scheme to use the waters 
of the Snowy River, inspired and advised me in my 
campaigns for water conservation.

Thus, in my schooling at Grafton and Sydney, I gained 
not only a sound grounding in academic education, 
but also a panel of distinguished friends whose wisdom 
and companionship have since supported me on 

many a weary political expedition.

To mark the opening of the School’s new premises 
at Moore Park in 1928, Sir Earle Page donated 
£200 to provide annual language prizes, thereby 
giving back to the School, which had given him so 
much. Originally awarded to the best languages 
scholar in the School, there are now two prizes in 
his name: the Sir Earle Page Prize for German and 
the Sir Earle Page Prize for French are awarded 
to a Year 12 student for first place in German and 
French each year.
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Sir Earle Page
Bursary Recipient Profile: 

You can continue the tradition of supporting deserving students in their High education by donating 
to the Bursary Program at shsfoundation.org.au/bursary-program/. Or email the Foundation at 
bursary@shsfoundation.org.au for further information. All donations are tax-deductible.

Information courtesy: Joseph Waugh PSM (1987); Merinda Kavich, School Archivist. Photo courtesy of National Museum Australia.

http://shsfoundation.org.au/bursary-program/
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Sydney High School Cadet Unit (SHSCU) was 
established in 1883, the same year as the School 
itself, making it the second oldest Cadet Unit in the 
country.

When I signed on as MIC of Cadets, having served 
as an officer in the Australian Army myself, I was 
unaware of this history and the intricacies of the 
Cadet Program more generally. Ironically, although 
I joined the Army after High, I did not participate in 
Cadets while at the School. My friends at the time 
derived a deep sense of purpose from the program, 
then ably facilitated by former teacher John Fittler.

I initially had many questions about how the 
teaching staff coordinate and lead the program, 
and was surprised to discover that cadets themselves 
perform these functions to a large extent. In the 
weeks that followed, I observed the cadets running 
a training program for 100 students; preparing for, 
and executing, bivouacs; rehearsing drill and military 
etiquette; mentoring recruits; and overseeing the 
weekly operation of the Unit, much of which occurs 
outside of school hours. Seeing the Unit function well 
without significant teaching staff intervention allayed 
my initial fears and impressed me greatly. The new 
command team of CUO Johnsun, CUO Zhang, and 
CDTWO2 Huang navigated difficulties together and 
achieved excellent results relatively independently.

In the last ten years, the Unit (made up of cadets 
from both SBHS and SGHS) has grown from 20 
to roughly 100 cadets and this has significantly 
increased the administrative burden. These growing 
pains were navigated initially with the support of 
MAJ Ross Dean, Australian Army Cadets (AAC), 
and CAPT Kay Kelly (AAC) who provided vital 
oversight until ongoing support from within the High 
community could be found. Old Boys LT Ronald Luo 
(AAC) (2017), 2LT Harvey Luo (AAC) (2017), and 
2LT Adam Masen (AAC) (2020) have provided this 
support to the Unit for the last several years. The 
Cadets Program is run by volunteers and its survival is 
dependent on their ongoing support. Parents have 
also made significant contributions to the operation 
of the Unit, particularly most recently, Binh Johnsun.

General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove (Retd) 
honoured High and the Unit by accepting an 
invitation to act as the Reviewing Officer for this 
year’s Passing Out Parade on 29 August 2023. (See 
photo on page 2.) Following his retirement in 2022, 
Sir Peter was appointed as the inaugural Patron 
of Australian Defence Force Cadets. The diligent 
work put in by all members of our Unit led to an 
outstanding parade. The precision and discipline 
displayed on the parade ground that day was a 
powerful declaration that 140 years on, the Unit 
continues to uphold the traditions established by 
previous generations of cadets at High.

Following the parade, Dr Jaggar welcomed our 
official guests to the School and the Unit’s 140th 
Anniversary Supper in the Great Hall (which had 
been sumptuously arranged by a dedicated team 
of parents). Distinguished Old Boy Brigadier Robert 
Lording (1981) spoke with great fondness of his 
time as a cadet and how that shaped his life. The 
Commander of NSW Cadets, Colonel Andrew 
White, congratulated the Unit on its anniversary and 
spoke of the ongoing relevance and utility of the 
skills and attitudes the Cadet Program fosters. Two 
new ceremonial infantry swords were presented to 
the Unit by Terry Farley (pictured above), President 
of our key supporter, Paddington-Woollahra RSL 
Sub Branch. At the conclusion of formalities, all 
present shared a delicious meal and celebrated the 
outgoing Year 12 cadets and the Unit’s achievement 
of this great milestone.

Olivier Delaruelle (2005), MIC Cadets

Celebrating 140 Years of Cadets at High  
The Sydney High School Cadet Unit Marches On!
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Once again, the OBU has been busy since the last 
issue of this magazine.

The Old Boys Lunch in May (see page 12) was a 
huge success with well over 350 people attending. 
It was great to see a table of Old Boys from the 
1950s and four tables from the classes of the 1960s. 
Our special guest George Miller AO (1963) gave a 
fantastic talk looking back at his time at High and 
the impact on his life and career, and was warmly 
welcomed by the audience as he spoke with John 
Stanley (1973). Evan Wong (2010) spoke about his 
startup journey, and MC Mark Swivel (1983) and 
comedy guest Sam McCool (1993) provided some 
laughs across the day. One highlight was the fact 
that we had over 30 former School Captains in the 
room, likely to most ever together since 1883. (See 
page 12 for photo.)

Welcome to our new members this year as well 
as our new Executive Council, which includes 
Balraj Hansra (2005), David Brown (1984), Jacob 
Ezrakhovich (2003) and John Brown (1965).

Back to High Day (see page 19) was also a 
tremendous success, with the tunnel cheering the 
First XV onto the field stretching from the Pavilion 
almost to the centre of McKay Oval. We had 
hundreds of attendees across the day, and I was 
pleased to see that it has almost built back up to 
pre-COVID levels.

We continue to see improvement in the scheduling 
of School reunions, and details can be found on 
the Old Boys website at www.shsobu.org.au (or 
see page 21). We actively encourage Old Boys to 
let us know about reunions so we can help with 
contacts from our database and publicise via our 
social media channels and website.

Our overseas events, which have recently taken 
place in London, Singapore, San Francisco and 
New York, continue to see wonderful attendance. 
If you are living in another location and would like 
our help with organising a gathering of Old Boys 
near you, please contact us.

For those of you with sons or grandsons in Year 
5, we have Year 7 entry applications opening in 
October this year for 2025 entry into High (see 
page 21). Entry tests will be held for applicants 
in May 2024. Thirty spots are also available each 
year for Year 9 entry and we actively encourage 

Old Boys’ families to make use of these. 
Applications for 2025 Year 9 entry will open in 
June next year for boys  in Year 7 now. Feel free to 
reach out to me at president@shsobu.org.au for 
more details if you are interested.

The OBU continues to work with Year 11 and 12 
students via our mentoring programs. We are also 
looking to roll out mentoring/career support to 
Old Boy university students and those early on in 
their careers, spanning all spheres and job types. 
Please contact us if you would like to be involved.

The 18th annual Old Boys vs Students Basketball 
competition was held recently with a victory for 
the Old Boys in the First Grade match. It’s great 
to see this tradition continuing over almost two 
decades.

Finally in sporting-related achievements, we 
have Rugby World Cup connections to High 
(see our recent social media post) and Old Boy 
Robert Brown was the team psychologist with the 
Matildas at the recent FIFA Women’s World Cup.

Please send this magazine on to Old Boy  
friends who may not be receiving it and  
remind them to register their contact details  
at www.shsobu.org.au/register.

Paul Harapin (1983) 
President, Sydney High Old Boys Union

From the President of the  
Old Boys Union
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Tyler (2019), Paul (1983) and Diane Harapin (SGHS 1985) with 
George Miller (1963) at the Old Boys Lunch

http://www.shsobu.org.au
mailto:president%40shsobu.org.au?subject=
http://www.shsobu.org.au/register


More than 350 passionate High Old Boys rallied 
together at the Australian Turf Club on Friday, 12 
May to Celebrate High Success and to have fun 
doing just that. Our MC Mark Swivel, Dux of the Class 
of 1983, led the celebrations, which kicked off with a 
powerful and very emotional opening video which 
set the mood for the afternoon. OBU President Paul 
Harapin (1983) welcomed Principal Dr Kim Jaggar 
OAM, GPS OBU Presidents and a contingent of Old 
Boys from across the years that included former 
Prime Minister, The Right Honourable Scott Morrison 
(1985). The group also included over 30 former 
High School Captains (many of whom are pictured 
below), possibly the largest group ever assembled in 
one room in the history of the School.

Paul outlined an impressive history of School 
achievement as well as Old Boy achievements, 
which were captured in a silent video that played 
throughout the afternoon. Radio broadcaster John 
Stanley (1973) interviewed Evan Wong (2010), CEO 
& Co-Founder of Checkbox, and George Miller 
AO (1963), filmmaker, director, producer and writer, 
leading to thought-provoking and entertaining 
discussions. George’s movie reel was ‘worth the 
price of admission’. Sam McCool (1993) appeared 
as Dr Tomaso D’Sousa PHD, a hoax keynote 
speaker with a very funny presentation on AI and 
the future of education. Sam harpooned selective 
schools, Elon Musk and both current and future 
parents generally. He capped his presentation by 
bringing Spot, the robot dog, on stage (credit to 

Spire Group) and by enabling his AI self to close out 
the hoax (credit to IBM).

A very entertaining afternoon of celebration and 
fun was capped off with a boisterous rendition of 
the school song lead by a very enthusiastic hastily-
assembled Old Boy choir and an after party at the 
Doncaster Hotel in Kensington. Sincere thanks to all 
attendees and to our four sponsors:

• Gold Sponsor Adam Dong (2004): Snowpak 
(fabulous ski holidays at Old Boy prices)

• Gold Sponsor Calvin Ng (2001): Aura Group 
(financial services & wealth management)

• Gold Sponsor Frank Thiruchelvam (2000): Pink Tank 
Creative (brand strategy, design, digital)

• Bronze Sponsor Paul Almond (1981): Paul Almond 
Employment Law

Thank you also to our raffle donors (Australian 
Turf Club, Venues NSW, Rugby AU, NSW Rugby 
Union, Joh Bailey, Premier Health & Fitness and the 
following restaurants: The Apollo, Cho Cho San, 
Bistro Rex, Ezra, Ponti and Lady Chu) and to our 
many volunteers who assisted before and during the 
event.

The videos from the event as well as a recap  
video can be viewed at our youtube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/@shsobu

Photos courtesy of Barry Slade and others
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SHSOBU All Old Boys Lunch

https://www.youtube.com/@shsobu
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SHSOBU All Old Boys Lunch



Water Polo is fast-paced and one of the most 
physically-demanding team sports. It is a mixture of 
swimming, rugby, basketball, soccer and wrestling. 
It requires physical and mental determination as 
well as team chemistry, with every player pushing 
through intense pain to try to send the ball into the 
back of the net. The AAGPS Water Polo competition 
is made up of some of the greatest schoolboy 
players in Australia.

The Water Polo Program at High allows the boys 
to develop and flourish, both as sportsmen and 
individuals. The High ethos is built upon teamwork, 
sportsmanship, self-discipline, and self-esteem. It 
is hoped that each of our members will continue 
to develop these attributes and create lifelong 
friendships. Our program has developed into a force 
to be reckoned with—some of our players have 
completed at state and national levels, including 
playing for Australia at the Olympic Games.

Our teams performed well this year, with a number 
going through the season undefeated. The success 
of the Water Polo Program at High shows what 
is still possible for the School’s sporting programs 
in an increasingly competitive landscape. More 
importantly, the lessons learned through Water Polo 
have helped guide many victories, successes, and 
personal growth both in and out of the pool.

Over the past few seasons High’s Water Polo 
Program has grown from only having two teams 

competing in the AAGPS to eight teams, with 
representation across all age groups. The success 
of the program has been thanks to the hard work 
and dedication of many people—from parents to 
coaches and teachers—who work tirelessly to make 
sure that the program is the best it can be for all 
students.

Jessica Millar, MIC Water Polo
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The High GPS Cross Country squad consists of 70 to 100 athletes, across all ages, 
competing in three age groups: Opens, U16 and U14. Our runners performed 
consistently well this season, achieving outstanding results for the squad—with 
respectable 4th place in Opens, 3rd in Under 16 and 4th in Under 14. Max Russell 
was crowned Open GPS Champion, meaning he was the best-performing 
athlete across the season, with the most first positions.

This is the first year that the CAS vs GPS Cross Country races were held in the 
Junior, Intermediate and Opens category. There was a sense of excitement 
amongst the younger athletes at being able to represent either the CAS or GPS. 
Max Russell was selected in the Open 8 GPS team and Nestor Chan was selected 
in the Under 14 team (both are pictured left). At the completion of the Open race 
the point score was 16-23 and the GPS team was declared winner.

Max Russell went on to shine at the National Cross Country Championships. At 
the Australian U20 Cross Country Championships in Canberra, Max placed 17th 
overall and 8th within the younger U20 age group. A huge congratulations to Max 
for his outstanding race results and we look forward to seeing him perform on the 
international stage in the coming years.

Rebecca Dam, MIC Cross Country

Ahead of the Field

Water Polo



Sydney Boys High School was proud to host the 
2023 Illuminate HSC Showcase, an exhibition of 
Major Projects and Performances from HSC and 
elective students in Design and Technology, English, 
Software Design, Music, Drama, Film Making, Visual 
Design and Visual Arts in the Governors Centre on 
Monday, 28 August.

What united the students featured was their passion 
to create and creatively express ideas. There was 
a diverse range of work on display and performed 
on the night—from monologues to music; from 
drawings to films. Each work highlighted the vision, 
creativity and dedication of its student creator 
and was not only of the highest quality but also 
unique to each student. This is what always makes 
Illuminate such a special night; it is not just an HSC 
showcase, but also, a personal one—an exposé of 
beliefs and experiences.

Our special guest was Old Boy Ramesh Mario 
Nithiyendran (2006), a trailblazing artist whose 
unique approach has garnered global recognition 
and national visibility. While his work has been 
exhibited all over the world, he also features 
regularly in a diverse range of media related to art, 
culture and fashion. His work is held in numerous 
public collections including the Art Gallery of New 
South Wales, the National Gallery of Victoria, the 
Art Gallery of South Australia and the Art Gallery 
of Western Australia. He has received numerous 
awards and accolades. In 2016, he was the 

youngest artist in history to have a solo exhibition 
at the National Gallery of Australia. Last year, a 
monograph documenting over 500 artworks he 
made since finishing university was published and 
internationally distributed by Thames and Hudson. 
This same year he was named one of GQ’s Men 
of the Year. Ramesh kindly donated an etching 
for a silent auction, accompanied by his signed 
monograph.

Ms Gladys Lai, a SGHS alumna who has worked 
in the field of art and media, was the judge for 
the Judy Cassab Prize, awarding Sydney Girls’ 
student Nazara Jones the coveted prize for her 
drawing Recording in Progress: The Tub. The Judy 
Cassab Prize was established in 2018 by her son, 
Peter Kampfner, in memory of Cassab, a renowned 
Australian modern artist and the first woman to win 
the Archibald Prize (twice). The prize is awarded to a 
student from Sydney Girls or Sydney Boys High School 
for an outstanding painting or drawing.

The success of the evening and the following two 
days was due to the tireless work of both students 
and their teachers. Binh Johnsun and a group of 
parent volunteers supported the teachers’ efforts 
to raise awareness and attendance at the opening 
celebration, and provided refreshments for the 
evening. We are grateful to the Principal, Dr Jaggar, 
for his continued support of the festival.

Jennifer May, Head Teacher Creative Arts

Illuminate Festival 2023
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Through the study of Personal Development, Health 
and Physical Education (PDHPE) at SBHS, students 
develop knowledge, understanding, skills and 
attitudes needed to take action to protect and 
enhance their own and others’ health, safety and 
wellbeing in varied and changing contexts. Physical 
Education is fundamental to the acquisition of 
movement skills and concepts to enable students 
to participate in a range of physical activities—
confidently, competently and creatively.

We are currently teaching the boys in Stage 4 
resistance exercises using resistance bands that 
were supplied to each student by the School. Each 
boy in Years 7 and 8 is developing a foundation of 
resistance exercises to use at home, in PE classes 
and during his Sport sessions during the week.

The PDHPE Department will change the Year 10 
syllabus for next year to include a variety of indoor 
and outdoor sports—Table Tennis, Badminton, 
Volleyball, Indoor Hockey, Ultimate Frisbee, 
Speedball, American Football and Lacrosse. 
This will expose students to a variety of sporting 
options in addition to playing and developing skills 
developed in our GPS sports in Years 7 through 9.

In Years 7 and 8 we will be introducing an Athletics 
unit of work into our PDHPE curriculum to give 
our boys more knowledge and expertise in the 
track and field events at the Athletic Carnivals. 
This unit of work will include sprint starts, hurdles, 
throwing the javelin, shot put, discus and high jump 
technique.

David Smith, Head Teacher PDHPE (Relieving)

There have been many recent changes here at 
High for Sport, including the rollout of a number 
of online enhancements to facilitate interaction 
with the Sport Department. Last year, Clipboard 
(the School’s new sport management system) 
was rolled out to all students. Clipboard provides 
a personalised view of students’ extracurricular 
commitments, including game fixtures, times, 
locations and session notes. A Report a Sports 
Absence form was put on the Parent Portal and 
will enable parents to directly log absences for any 
upcoming training sessions or fixtures. Students now 
have a ‘How to’ section on Canvas in the Sports 
Module that serves as an FAQ section for all things 
related to Sport. Users can refer to this section for 
information on writing sports lines, finding permission 
notes and other general sport information.

The current Year 7s were the first to participate 
in the ‘Year 7 Rotation Program’, in which they 
learnt general skills related to sport training and 
organisation, whilst also getting to know their 
fellow peers in Year 7. Additionally, they had the 
opportunity to try out the wide range of GPS sports 

offered at SBHS from 
the beginning of their 
time at the School. The 
current Year 7s also 
became the second 
cohort to receive 
resistance bands. These 
students now have 
access to an entire 
library of movements 
designed to utilise these 
bands to increase their 
resistance, as each GPS sport begins to integrate 
them into their training programs.

Supporting the ethos of SBHS as a GPS school, all 
students will now trial for a GPS sport. The School 
Sport calendar has now been organised into three 
distinct seasons: Summer, Winter and Athletics. This 
exposure to seasonal sports, along with the focus 
on resistance training and access to Strength and 
Conditioning programs, aims to promote the idea of 
each student as a well-rounded athlete.

Hannah Jackson, Head Teacher Sport (Relieving)

Focus on PDHPE

Good Sports



The History Faculty at Sydney Boys High School aims 
to provide students with the opportunity to study a 
wide range of History with the help of experienced 
teachers.

With the mandatory History syllabus, we start in Year 
7 with the Ancient World and a focus on Ancient 
Greece and Ancient China. Year 8 has a Medieval 
World focus looking at Medieval Europe, the Vikings, 
and Japan under the Shogun. In Year 9 the focus is 
on the Modern World from the Industrial Revolution to 
now. We then move to Elective History in Year 10 with 
a more thematic focus on History from Ancient to 
Modern. For seniors, we offer Ancient History, Modern 
History, History Extension, Studies of Religion and 
Philosophy.

We endeavour to offer our students as many 
interesting experiences as possible. This year, we 
took Year 10 Elective classes to the Chau Chak Wing 
Museum at the University of Sydney where they were 
able to view and handle many ancient artefacts.

 
Year 10, as part of their study of genocide, were 
taken to the Sydney Jewish Museum where they 
spoke with a Holocaust survivor and examined the 
impacts of genocide. Ancient and Modern History 
students attended a HTA Study Day at the University 
of Sydney (pictured, above); Studies of Religion 
students went to the Nan Tien Temple for a day to 
learn about Buddhism. More recently, we had World 
War I Living History in to focus on WWI and allow 
students to examine and handle many artefacts 
from that war. We hope that these experiences help 
students in their study of History.

Madeleine Rigby, Head Teacher History and Libraries

Rifle Shooting has been an extremely successful sport 
for High, with our teams winning one 1st Grade GPS 
Championship, three 1st Grade Premierships, and six 
2nd Grade GPS Premierships in the decade leading 
up to 2023. The flawless clean sweep at the GPS in 
2022 was led by a team consisting almost entirely of 
extremely experienced Year 12 students. This year, 
we faced the daunting challenge of having only 
one remaining member of that 1st Grade team 
and the task of rebuilding the fullbore squad from 
a pool of enthusiastic, but relatively inexperienced, 
smallbore shooters.

The task of upskilling our new recruits, and 
maintaining our strong culture of teamwork, 
dedication, unity and determination was undertaken 
by our incredible group of Old Boy coaches. 
The goal this year was not to chase an unlikely 
premiership dream, but to allow our young squad 
to build their experience, reinforce their shooting 

process, and enjoy the sport in the company of their 
new teammates.

Our coaches noted that there was something 
special about this squad. Through all the 
training exercises, the shooters’ support for, and 
encouragement of, one another was unwavering. 
The essence of ‘High Spirit’ was embodied in this 
rapidly-improving squad as we approached the GPS 
competition.

Countless hours of training and immense amounts 
of work behind the scenes by our accomplished 
team of Old Boy coaches underpinned our brilliant 
results this year. The 2023 1st Grade team won The 
Rawson Cup, the N.R.A. Shield, and the 1st Grade 
GPS Premiership. Daniel Huang, Saxon Dean and 
Tristan Dean were selected as members of the GPS 
Combined Rifle Shooting team.

Daniel Comben, MIC Rifle Shooting

Making History

Shooting Stars
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So how about this weather? It’s a stark contrast 
to this time last year I think you’d agree! This has 
led to more sporting events resuming with no 
cancellations due to muddy grounds.

As always the P&C has continued to actively 
support the School so we as parents get better 
outcomes for our boys. For example, every year 
the P&C puts aside funds in preparation for a 
bus replacement and a new bus was recently 
purchased (after trading in the old one) using 
these P&C funds. Hopefully your boys will get the 
chance to use this bus at some stage.

After many years of use, the school sign on 
Cleveland Street has been replaced with a new 
modern LED one. This will allow for easy electronic 
updates so passers-by and parents can be made 
aware of what is happening at the School and if 
parking is available on the grounds during major 
sporting events.

The P&C has continued with our regular monthly 
General Meetings, which have been well-
attended, reaching zoom audiences of up to 
300 participants. We’ve tried to keep things 
interesting by inviting popular speakers to return 
and sourcing new speakers on topics of interest: 
in June, we held our annual joint meeting with 
SGHS P&C on the topic of Perfectionism; return 
speaker Ms Pride presented in September on 
the topic of Plagiarism, and covered new AI 
technology relating to the use of ChatGPT. As 
October is Mental Health month, our presentation 
by ‘Life360’ is on the topic of Tuning into our Teens. 

With teachers and support staff being such an 
important part of our school, the P&C showed our 
appreciation by hosting a morning tea for them in 
early September and October.

Finally, as you all know, the P&C is run by volunteers. 
The P&C manages or assists with a number of events 
throughout the year with the four main ones being: 
Open Day, Orientation Day, the Year 12 Farewell, 
and Welcome Night. The success of these events 
relies heavily on the number of parents volunteering 
their time. Whilst it is always good to see familiar 
faces, we really encourage all parents, particularly 
newer current Year 7 parents to participate, as they 
are best positioned to welcome the next year’s 
cohort. So please, come along and join us, whether 
it is only for a few hours or to coordinate an event.

The Canteen is a significant source of income for 
the School. Other schools outsource this function 
and its associated profit altogether. Here too, we 
could use some new helpers. If you can assist for a 
few hours, perhaps after dropping off your sons, or 
at other times during the week, please contact us.

The year is drawing to a close and our AGM 
is in November. A number of positions on the 
committee will become vacant as parents 
with sons leaving the School will depart. Please 
consider applying for a role.

For all volunteering opportunities and other 
queries please contact sbhs.pandc@gmail.com.

Andrew Hybler 
Year 11 Parent and P&C President

Sydney Boys High School  
PARENTS & CITIZENS ASSOCIATION (P&C) 2023
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This year’s Back to High Day was held on Saturday 
29th July at McKay Oval and saw stronger 
attendance from Old Boys, students, parents and 
teachers as the event continues to build after 
the the interruption of COVID. On one of the High 
community’s most important days of the year, 
we were lucky to have Old Boys from the 1950s 
through to 2022 in attendance. It was pleasing 
to see so many sporting the school colours of 
chocolate and sky blue (including a few vintage 
blazers) and reconnecting with the School and 
one another on a beautiful winter afternoon. 
The event was also bolstered by members of the 
Class of 2003 celebrating their 20 year reunion—a 
great option for those considering reunion 
activities for 2025.

On the day, the rivalry matches against Grammar 
were played in fine spirit, with First Grade Football 
securing a 2-all draw, and the improved First 
XV going down to a strong Grammar side in a 
spirited display. The boys were no doubt helped 
by the significant increase in support on the day, 
while some much-needed funds were raised 
by the Rugby committee and Old Boys had the 
opportunity to purchase the new hats that were 
for sale. Next year we will encourage Old Boys 
to support the School when they play Grammar 
away at Weigall Oval, and the following year we 
will return to McKay for Back to High Day in 2025.

Photos courtesy of Eric Wu (2021), Paul Harapin (1983) and Binh Johnsun

Back to High Day
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There have been many iconic families that have 
contributed greatly to Sydney High School including 
names such as Rubie, McKay, McGill, Fetherston 
and Luxford. However not many High families have 
had the distinction of the Musgrove family of having 
three generations of boys attend the School.

Hailing from the eastern beaches of Sydney 
(Coogee to be precise), the family’s connection 
with High began when Peter Musgrove (1947) 
started at the School in 1943. During his time at the 
School Peter participated in a wide range of High’s 
offerings and in his final year was Vice Captain, 
Captain of Boats, represented the School in the 
First XV and First VIII, and obtained Blues in Rowing 
and Swimming. Not just a talented sportsman, 
he also won the Oswald Chapman Prize ‘To the 
best all-rounder in Year 12, selected on the basis 
of character, scholarship, sport and participation 
in School activities’, the John Waterhouse prize, 
‘Awarded to the Prefect who has done most in 
the interests of the School, particularly in the way 
of keeping the “esprit de corps” and maintaining 
a high moral tone’, and the G.C. Saxby Prize for 
Mathematics. After leaving school, he maintained 
an active interest in High through his son and 
grandsons, and served as President of the P&C from 
1975 to 1978. Peter went on to become a successful 
doctor.

Peter’s son David Musgrove (1977) was next to join 
the School in 1972. David was a prefect, played 
three years of First Grade Basketball and in his final 
year played First XV Rugby and was awarded a 
Blue for his selection in the GPS Combined 3rd XV. 
His younger brother Tim Musgrove (1978) followed 
and was an active participant in many school 
activities including the Union Committee, the 
Interact Club, and a range of sports. Following in 
the footsteps of his father, but going one better, Tim 

was named School Captain for 1978. He played 
three years of First Grade Basketball and two years 
of First XV Rugby, as well as being awarded the 
Arch Ferguson prize, ‘Awarded to sons, grandsons, 
brothers of Old Boys in Years 8-12 for academic 
achievements and services to the School’, and 
the Francis Bush Memorial Prize, ‘Awarded to a 
Year 11 student for popularity, general character 
and general proficiency in School and sport’. After 
school Tim followed his father into the medical 
profession, specialising in arthroscopic and 
reconstructive surgical procedures of the knee and 
ankle, and knee joint replacement/arthroplasty. 

The third generation of Musgroves to attend High 
were Tim’s sons Jack and Sam. Both boys took 
advantage of the opportunity to join the School in 
Year 9, as many other sons, grandsons and brothers 
of Old Boys have done. Jack Musgrove (2010) 
joined the School in 2007 and was a similarly active 
contributor, being the Open Swimming Champion 
in 2009 and 2010, playing in the First XV in those 
two years, and rowing in the First VIII in his final year. 
Jack also won the Old Boys Prize, ‘Awarded to the 
student who was not necessarily first in sport, not 
necessarily first in scholarship, but certainly first in 
the hearts of his fellows’. His brother Sam Musgrove 
(2015) started at High in 2012. Sam was a prefect 
in his final year, as well as representing the First XV 
for three years, the First VIII for two years and being 
awarded Rowing and Swimming Blues (like his 
grandfather before him). Sam was also a member 
of the CHS Combined First XV and the Combined 
States First XV, a CHS Men’s Championship rower, 
the holder of the current School record for the 2k 
erg and a winner of the Arch Ferguson prize. Jack 
now works in the medical profession while Sam is 
currently pursuing his goal of becoming an elite 
athlete in Ironman Triathlon.

Families of Sydney High School 
The Musgroves: Three Generations at High

Peter Musgrove, 1947 First VIII Jack, Tim and Sam Musgrove



OBU Reunions and Events

Saturday, 14 October 2023
Class of 1973: 50 Year Reunion
https://www.shsobu.org.au/event/class-of-1973-
50-year-reunion

Saturday, 14 October 2023
Class of 1993: 30 Year Reunion
https://www.shsobu.org.au/event/class-of-1993-
30-year-reunion

Saturday, 21 October 2023
Class of 1983: 40 Year Reunion
https://www.shsobu.org.au/event/class-of-1983-
40-year-reunion

Sunday, 12 November 2023
Class of 1963: 60 Year Reunion
https://www.shsobu.org.au/event/class-of-1963-
60-year-reunion

Thursday, 7 December 2023
Class of 1951: 72 Year Reunion
https://www.shsobu.org.au/event/class-of-1951-
72-year-reunion

Saturday, 9 December 2023
100 Years of SHS Rowing &  
Back to the Sheds Day
See page 7 for more information.
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YEAR 7  
2025 ENTRY

Applications for Year 7 2025 entry 
will be open from 

9 October to 20 November 2023.

The Selective High School Placement 
Test will be held on 9 May 2024.

For more information: https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7

https://www.shsobu.org.au/event/class-of-1973-50-year-reunion
https://www.shsobu.org.au/event/class-of-1973-50-year-reunion
https://www.shsobu.org.au/event/class-of-1993-30-year-reunion
https://www.shsobu.org.au/event/class-of-1993-30-year-reunion
https://www.shsobu.org.au/event/class-of-1983-40-year-reunion
https://www.shsobu.org.au/event/class-of-1983-40-year-reunion
https://www.shsobu.org.au/event/class-of-1963-60-year-reunion
https://www.shsobu.org.au/event/class-of-1963-60-year-reunion
https://www.shsobu.org.au/event/class-of-1951-72-year-reunion
https://www.shsobu.org.au/event/class-of-1951-72-year-reunion
https://www.aura.co
https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7
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Leon Goldberg (1944) died in June 2020. A rugby 
player while at High, he went on to become a 
renowned Sydney solicitor who practised for 
over 50 years.

Colin Crossingham (1967) passed away on  
24 October 2021.

Robert Davies (1948) passed away on 29 August 
2022. 

Robert William Collins (1950) passed away on  
7 January 2023. Upon leaving High, Robert 
studied engineering at the University of 
Technology.

Denis William Howard (1949) passed away on  
14 January 2023. Denis is remembered for his 
great intellect and compassion and as a world 
class bridge player.

Justin Higgins (1990) passed away on 25 
February 2023 after a short battle with cancer. 
Justin rowed in the 1989 2nd VIII, played Rugby 
and was a (Ssgt) GUO in Cadets. His brother, 
Nick Higgins (1991) described him as ‘humble, 
loyal, joyous, bloody cheeky and an all-round 
good bloke’.

Malcolm Sconce (1963) (pictured below with 
the GPS Premiership-winning 1963 First XV) 
passed away in April 2023, following a period in 
palliative care, during which he was visited by 
his long-time school friends John Brass (1963) and 
Van Cooney (1964). He represented the School 
in Cricket and in the 1963 GPS Premiership-
winning Rugby First XV. He continued his sporting 
interests after school and played with many 
former schoolmates at the Randwick club.

Maurice Stanley Hudson (1946) passed away 
on 14 August 2023. After leaving school to 
study medicine, he landed in a job at Garden 
Island where by chance he met his future wife 
Beverley. Maurice eventually turned to law and 
ran a successful legal practice for the remainder 
of his working life.

Robert ‘David’ Curtis (1968) passed away 
suddenly in August 2023. David was an airline 
engineer for many years, travelling around the 
world in the role before settling in the Hills district.

Stuart Kelly (1976) passed away on 18 August 
2023 after a long battle with cancer. A Senior 
Prefect, Stuart embraced all that the School had 
to offer. In his final (5th) rowing season, he was 
elected Captain of Boats, and was selected as 
Stroke of the First VIII (pictured below). Stuart was 
a librarian, a cadet and President of the Interact 
Club; he also played Rugby for the School, and 
represented High across a range of track and 
field events in Athletics, having been the Year 11 
U16 School age champion. He received Sporting 
Blues for Rowing and Athletics and was awarded 
the John Skyring Cross Memorial Trophy for 1976.

 
Stephen McMorrow (1979) passed away on 26 
August 2023. During his time at High, Stephen 
rowed in the First VIII in 1978 and was Captain 
of Boats and Stroke of the First VIII in 1979. 
A dedicated, caring and loving father and 
husband, he fought an extended battle with 
cancer.

Vale
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ABN 62 078 650 439
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E president@shsobu.org.au 
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Sydney NSW 2001
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